
 
 

Welcome to Pueblo El Mirage Pickleball! 
 
Thank you for attending our Beginning Pickleball lessons.  By the time you receive this packet, you will 
have taken one lesson. If you haven’t played before, the learning process can be a bit daunting. We 
throw a lot of information your way in a very short period of time! Hopefully, this informational packet 
will be a good aid and reference for your on-court training experience.  
 
Something for everybod 
 

Regardless of your skill level or ability you will have plenty to keep you busy at the courts. We encourage 
you to find out what you like to do. Maybe you just want to drop-in to play, get a little exercise and just 
have fun. Or you want to battle it out in the competitive round robins. It’s all up to you!  You can drop in 
every day to play and/or sign-up for organized activities such as round-robins.  A complete list of 
activities is available on our website and on the bulletin board at the main courts.  
 
Dues 
 

In order to support our Pickleball program we collect annual dues from all players involved in organized 
play or other Pickleball-related activities. Player contributions go toward the purchase of balls (we go 
through a lot), training paddles, court cleaning equipment (we clean them ourselves), office supplies, 
web hosting, special projects and small capital improvement projects. Dues are $10.00 for the season. If 
you paid $10.00 for your first lesson, this also counts as your dues so you are good to go. If you have not 
yet paid, pre-addressed envelopes with instructions are available at the kiosk/bulletin board at the main 
Pickleball courts. You can pay by cash or check. Checks should be made out to “Roberts Resorts”. The 
cost for beginner lessons is $10.00 which also counts towards your dues.  
 
Pickleball Paddles 
 

We provide paddles during training only. Paddles will be available for checkout through the PEM 
Activities Office for a limited period of time. If you like the sport and want to play outside of training 
sessions, we encourage you to purchase a paddle as soon as possible. See attached handout for more 
information on how to pick out a paddle and where to purchase.  
 
Rating System 
 

We utilize a rating system in our park based on the USAPA system. Ratings start at 1.0 (brand new to the 
sport) and continue in half-point increments to 5.0 (expert player). Each rating level has specific skills 
that a player must be consistently proficient at. Why use a rating system here?  With so many people in 
our group, we needed to find a way to better organize activities so people can play with others of like 
skill and ability. Ratings also help us to better allocate courts based on the number of players within the 
various skill groups. Beginner players start off with a 1.0 rating which may change by the end of the 
training session. Right now players self rate. Beginner/novice players involved in training can seek 
guidance from instructors on where they should be. We also have a Rating Committee that can help 
provide guidance. See handouts for more information on the rating system and available resources.  
 
  



After Your First Lesson 
 

You are ready to play! We encourage you to start by participating in scheduled drop-in play. Just report 
to the courts designated for your skill level. Signs are located on entry doors to the courts identifying the 
skill level, or look at the court diagram at the bulletin board.  Generally people meet around 9:00 AM at 
the courts throughout the season, which can vary depending on weather and temperatures. No sign-up 
is required for drop-in play. Feel free to exchange contact information with other players just learning 
the game so you can set up times to meet and play. Organized activities, such as round robins, run 
concurrent to drop-in play. You are welcome to join in or go to other courts that are not in use. You 
must have an established skill rating (self rate) and advance sign-up is required for some activities. The 
other option is to set up impromptu games on your own. Just make sure to play on the “open” courts 
during scheduled activities or on any court when not in use. The schedule is on our website at 
www.pempickleball.com and posted on the bulletin board. 
 
Training Opportunities 
 

After your first lesson you are welcome to continue with Beginner Skills Practice that starts immediately 
after your lesson at the designated time. We break people into groups based on skill and ability. You 
should attend the beginner/novice skills (1.0-2.0) until an instructor recommends you move to the next 
level (intermediate 2.5). You must be proficient at specific skills before advancing. To participate in 
Intermediate Skills Practice you must be at a 2.5 rating and Advanced Skills Practice a 3.0 rating or 
higher. Trainings are designed to help improve skills within your existing rating and prepare you to move 
up. We also bring in special guests to do clinics from time to time.    
 
Get Involved 
 

We have many volunteers who donate their time to serve on committees, coordinate activities, conduct 
trainings, oversee finances, clean courts or help on a case-by-case basis. If you would like to get 
involved, contact the appropriate chair(s) of a committee you’re interested in or go to our website and 
click the “Contact” button and we will get you involved.  Committee information is available on our 
website and on the bulletin board. We also encourage you to attend our monthly general membership 
meeting as your input is important to us.   
 
Resources  
 

There is an abundance of information on our website at www.pempickleball.com including Pickleball 
resources, calendar, organized play opportunities, drop-in times and court assignments, in-house 
tournaments and links to outside resources.  You can also find a lot of information posted on the bulletin 
board at the main Pickleball courts. On occasion we will email you with important information or 
announcements. We do not share your contact information with the general public.  
 
Get connected… 
 

We have a “closed” Facebook page where you can share information or set up games with other 
players. This is a “private” page and only people within the group can see posts, photos, messages, etc.  
You can send private messages with select individuals (i.e. people in same skill level to set up games).  
 To connect on Facebook, send an email to pempickleball@hotmail.com and we will send you an invite 
to join the group.  
 
We hope you enjoy your Pickleball experience here at Pueblo El Mirage. Remember to have fun and if 
you have any questions, feel free to ask one of us!  
 
–  Your Pickleball Training Committee –  
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